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By then, Mrs. McGinnis was fighting back 

tears. Mr. Bush turned and kissed her on the 
cheek, causing her to smile. Then he es-
corted her from the room. 

Afterward, Mrs. McGinnis said the presi-
dent had told her he might cry if she did. 

Tom McGinnis said his son, a restless and 
below-average student until his senior year 
of high school in Knox, would have savored 
this day of acclamation had he lived to see 
it. 

‘‘He’d have had a great time. He’d have en-
joyed the spotlight,’’ Mr. McGinnis said. 

In an earlier interview, he said he is cer-
tain his son never thought of medals or 
glory. Friendships and relationships were all 
that motivated his son, Mr. McGinnis said. 

Sgt. Ian Newland, the only soldier to be se-
riously injured in the explosion, walks with 
a cane now. At 28, he said his goal is to run 
again, though doctors tell him he won’t. He 
wants to accomplish all he can each day—his 
only way of repaying Spc. McGinnis. 

In a news conference after the ceremony, 
Sgt. Newland said each moment of the gre-
nade explosion is burned into his memory. 
Even so, he said, it took a few days of reflec-
tion for him to fully grasp the magnitude of 
Spc. McGinnis’ sacrifice. 

The crew was rolling through a Baghdad 
neighborhood the morning of Dec. 4, 2006. 
Spc. McGinnis rode atop the Humvee in a 
hatch, manning a .50-caliber machine gun. 

A man on a roof threw a grenade that 
dropped straight through the hatch and into 
the Humvee, where the other four soldiers 
essentially were trapped. 

Spc. McGinnis could have dived onto the 
street to safety. Instead, he jumped back in-
side the Humvee and pinned the grenade be-
tween his back and the vehicle. 

It exploded a second or two later, piercing 
Spc. McGinnis’ body armor and blowing the 
doors off the Humvee. Shrapnel tore into 
Sgt. Newland’s head and all four limbs. 

As he looks back on that day, Sgt. 
Newland said he focuses on two things: ‘‘The 
pain. The grief.’’ 

The other three soldiers—Sgt. 1st Class 
Cedric Thomas, Sgt. Lyle Buehler and Spc. 
Sean Lawson—were not hurt physically. Sgt. 
Buehler said survivor’s guilt weighs on him. 
Had the grenade rolled in front of him, he 
would have been in the position to cover it. 
As it happened, only Spc. McGinnis knew 
where the grenade was. 

The others say Spc. McGinnis took little 
seriously except soldiering. 

‘‘The first time I met him, he had me 
laughing,’’ Spc. Lawson said. 

In his combat team in the 1 st Battalion, 26 
Infantry Regiment, Spc. McGinnis developed 
a reputation for doing impressions, the sol-
diers said. So spot-on were his imitations 
that a drill instructor even laughed when he 
was the object of one of them. 

The youngest man in his unit, Spc. 
McGinnis looked out for his crew as though 
they were brothers. Sgt. Thomas offers the 
most succinct description of the 6-foot, 136- 
pound beanpole, saying: ‘‘He is a hero.’’ 

Mr. McGinnis said his son knew that four 
lives were more valuable than one, so he in-
stinctively reacted to save the others. 

He remembers his son as an ordinary kid 
who made plenty of mistakes, then got inter-
ested in military service and fulfilled his po-
tential in the Army. 

‘‘It wasn’t an exciting story until right to 
the end,’’ Mr. McGinnis said. 

I yield the floor. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The Senator from Alabama. 
f 

TRIBUTE TO CINDY HAYDEN 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I rise 
today to bid farewell to my chief coun-

sel on the Judiciary Committee, Cindy 
Hayden, who is with me today. We all 
depend so much on our staff. They give 
of themselves, they give of their time, 
they are committed to their beliefs, 
and serve America, and we are never 
able to say thank you to all of them, 
but on special occasions, I think it is 
important to do so. In saying my 
thanks to her, I am saying thanks to 
all my staff, and to all the staff of the 
Senate, who serve us so well, often 
without ever receiving credit. 

I am pleased for her because she will 
be starting a new chapter in her profes-
sional life, though her departure will 
be a tremendous loss to my staff and 
the Senate at large. I am glad she will 
be in DC, working close by, so we can 
call on her when we need her help. 

Cindy Hayden is an exceptional per-
son. I feel a great loss at her departure. 
Each day that we have worked to-
gether, she has shown an unwavering 
dedication to our shared values, to her 
State, and to her Nation. Her passion 
for the law is unmatched, and her com-
mitment to the rule of law is unwaver-
ing. I trust her judgment, her political 
instincts, and her values. I have relied 
on her to manage my Judiciary staff 
and the multitude of important issues 
that committee handles. With so many 
issues arising on a daily basis, it is 
sometimes not possible for me to per-
sonally be aware of them all. In every-
thing from judicial nominations, immi-
gration, and any number of constitu-
tional issues, Cindy has exhibited an 
intellectual capacity, a tenacity to 
principle, a strong work ethic, and a 
professional integrity that is above re-
proach. 

Before joining my staff, she had a 
distinguished academic career at my 
undergraduate school, Huntington Col-
lege, and the University of Alabama 
School of Law. At Huntington, Cindy 
had an outstanding record of academic 
excellence, receiving degrees in both 
chemistry and political science. I think 
chemistry is pretty impressive and 
would certainly get your attention 
when you looked at a resume. She then 
went to law school at the University of 
Alabama, where she graduated cum 
laude and served as managing editor of 
the Journal of Legal Profession and 
was a member of the moot court board. 
While in law school, she clerked in the 
office of the Alabama Attorney General 
under my successor, now Eleventh Cir-
cuit Judge Bill Pryor, a brilliant legal 
mind himself. 

Immediately after taking the bar, 
Cindy started working as counsel on 
my staff, and for the past 6 years 
worked her way up to chief counsel. 
Her work on the Senate Judiciary 
Committee has been extraordinary, and 
I believe the committee is a better 
place for her service. The committee 
takes on an enormous number and wide 
variety of complex and sometimes con-
troversial issues. It is one of the most 
demanding committees in the Senate. 
To be successful as an attorney on that 
committee you must not only be hard 

working and intelligent and someone 
who works very long hours, but you 
must also be a strong negotiator, able 
to frame arguments in a passionate, re-
spectful, and intellectually honest way. 
She has done all that with seemingly 
effortless skill. 

I would note that the Judiciary Com-
mittee has attracted, and has right 
now, a host of superior attorneys who 
serve all of us. They are an excellent 
team, indeed. I would be remiss not to 
mention her stellar work on immigra-
tion. Since she arrived in my office, 
Cindy has worked tirelessly to protect 
the rule of law in this country, and as 
it turned out, she found herself at the 
center of a national debate on how to 
fix the broken immigration system in 
our country. Those of you who have 
worked on either side of the issue have 
certainly had to deal with Cindy and 
her relentless advocacy as she became 
the go-to person on immigration, pro-
viding a wealth of information and 
knowledge for all involved. 

Indeed, her ‘‘alerts’’ that were sent 
out—always meticulously accurate— 
were picked up routinely all over the 
country by media outlets as accurate 
depictions of developments, as they 
were occurring so rapidly during that 
intense debate. So whether you were 
for her or against her in principle, ev-
eryone can certainly agree she handled 
herself with dignity, courage, tenacity, 
and capability during that debate. 

Evidence of her dedication and influ-
ence on the committee and its staff can 
be seen by what some of her colleagues 
have had to say about her. And this is 
a good team, indeed. Ed Haden, my 
former chief counsel, who hired her, 
said: 

Cindy immediately made a difference when 
she started on the committee. Her intel-
ligence, work ethic, initiative, and willing-
ness to stand up and defend her position 
made her a great asset. Her unflinching in-
tegrity and solid core values made her a suc-
cess as a lawyer and as a friend. 

And I would add that she was raised 
right. She has great values, as a prod-
uct of Cullman, AL. She grew up in the 
heart of Alabama and was raised in an 
outstanding way. 

William Smith, my former chief 
counsel and current executive director 
of the Americans for Limited Govern-
ment Research Foundation, said the 
following: 

I have met and worked with a number of 
great lawyers. Cindy Hayden is in a category 
more select than great. She is one of the few 
superior lawyers I have met. I was privileged 
to serve with her on the Judiciary Com-
mittee and I count her a true confidant. Our 
motto in the office was, ‘‘we work from sun 
to sun; our work is never done.’’ Cindy has 
lived up to and surpassed that calling. On 
top of this, she is a great American. The only 
group I know that will truly celebrate her 
departure will be illegal aliens. 

That is what William Smith said. 
Brian Darling, director of Senate Rela-
tions for the Heritage Foundation said 
this: 

Cindy has been a hero to conservatives na-
tionwide who believe in the rule of law. 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 06:44 Sep 14, 2008 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00021 Fmt 4637 Sfmt 0634 E:\RECORD08\RECFILES\S06JN8.REC S06JN8m
m

ah
er

 o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

76
 w

ith
 C

O
N

G
-R

E
C

-O
N

LI
N

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES5354 June 6, 2008 
Without Cindy and ‘‘Team Sessions’’’ tireless 
efforts to educate the American public on 
the contents of the secretly drafted amnesty 
bill, the bill may have become law. 

Wendy Fleming, General Counsel for 
the Senate Steering Committee says: 

Cindy Hayden is a great American, a smart 
lawyer, and a wonderful friend. During her 
time on the Judiciary Committee, Cindy has 
displayed unwavering devotion to Senator 
Sessions, the people of Alabama, and her 
conservative principles. I am honored to 
have had the opportunity to work with 
Cindy. 

Brooke Bacak, former Counsel for me 
and current Chief Counsel for Senator 
COBURN says: 

I have had the privilege of knowing Cindy 
for 10 years. Having first met in College Re-
publicans, I learned about her conservative 
convictions very early in our friendship. 
Cindy has proven to be a true patriot, and I 
am grateful for the role that she has played 
in the U.S. Senate. But beyond our political 
and professional association, Cindy has be-
come a true friend. She and her husband, 
Matt, are two of the most generous people I 
know. From birthdays to illnesses, the Hay-
dens always make time to be with their 
friends. Their kindness has made a difference 
to me and many others. I wish Cindy the 
very best in her new job and hope she knows 
how much she will be missed. 

Joe Matal, Counsel for Senator KYL 
says: 

If you look closely at the corpse of last 
year’s immigration bill, you will find a se-
ries of small squares holes in its back. Those 
holes were produced by Cindy’s heels, stomp-
ing that bill to death. 

Rita Lari Jochum, Chief Counsel for 
Senator GRASSLEY, says: 

Cindy Hayden has served Senator Sessions, 
Alabama and our country extremely well. A 
committed advocate for conservative prin-
ciples, Cindy has been tenacious in her drive 
to do what is right. We all are going to miss 
a great friend and skilled colleague. 

Lauren Petron, Chief Counsel for 
Senator BROWNBACK, says: 

Cindy is a principled conservative, a tire-
less advocate, a talented lawyer, a trusted 
colleague, and a dear friend. She is truly a 
person who lives out her values and beliefs. 
I feel privileged to have worked with her on 
the Judiciary Committee, and I am certain 
that she will be a great success in all her fu-
ture endeavors. 

John Abegg, Counsel for Minority 
Leader MITCH MCCONNELL: 

Cindy continued a long line of outstanding 
chief counsels for Senator Sessions. She is 
smart, principled, and tough, but has a kind 
heart as well. She worked tirelessly to serve 
Senator Sessions’ Alabama constituents and 
the people of the United States, and she did 
so with distinction. 

Alan Hanson, my Legislative Direc-
tor says: 

Cindy is a serious and accomplished profes-
sional with a big heart and disarming wit. 
While I will miss being her colleague in the 
Senate, I know Cindy will do well in all her 
endeavors and wish her the best. 

Ajit Pai, Deputy General Counsel for 
the FCC says: 

Staffers on both sides of the aisle would 
agree that Cindy Hayden brings to the table 
a welcome combination of intelligence, dedi-
cation, and likeability. It was my privilege 
to have worked with her on Senator Ses-
sions’ staff, and it will always be my privi-
lege to call her a friend. 

Bradley Hayes, my Senior Counsel 
says: 

I have had the honor to work with both 
talented professionals and close, personal 
friends. In Cindy Hayden, I’ve had the rare 
privilege to work with an individual who en-
compasses both. I have had the pleasure to 
work with Cindy since the day I started in 
the Senate almost three years ago. On a 
daily basis, I have been able to battle lib-
erals with a person whom I not only respect 
and admire, but someone whose friendship I 
will value long after her departure. From her 
first day in the Senate, Cindy has worked 
tirelessly to promote conservative principles 
and has been a tremendous asset for both 
Senator Sessions and the U.S. Senate. The 
State of Alabama and the nation as a whole 
are better because of her selfless work these 
past six years. Though she leaves us to carry 
on the fight, the lessons she has taught me, 
and others who have worked with her, will 
ensure that Cindy’s legacy of fidelity to the 
rule of law and conservative principles will 
continue for years to come. 

These are just some of the state-
ments from the staffers whom Cindy 
has worked with that reflect their re-
spect for her. 

I will just conclude personally by 
saying I never had a staffer to be more 
involved than Cindy in as sustained 
and intense a period of debate as we 
find ourselves in on the immigration 
debate. It was a constant every day 
struggle, and things were always rap-
idly changing. 

We believe the bill on the floor, 
though it had a lot of support and 
many good things in it, was not the 
right approach to solving our illegal 
immigration problems in America. We 
decided someone had to be active in 
that and raise those issues. Cindy was 
just fabulous, and I depended on her. 
Day after day, her work and the re-
spect she engendered throughout the 
country played a big role in the final 
result, in which the bill was pulled 
down without passage in that form. 

Mr. President, I appreciate the oppor-
tunity to share these words. As I speak 
about her, again I want to note I share 
my thoughts and these comments 
about so many of our staffers who 
serve America in the Senate. 

I yield the floor, and I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

CLIMATE CHANGE 

Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, I come 
before our body today because we are 
dealing with such an incredibly impor-
tant issue. It is an issue that is full of 
technicalities but also a lot of passion, 
a lot of incredible passion about how 
we take care of this incredible blessing 
of a planet we have been given, take 
care of its climate and its environment 

and all of the incredible things it does 
for us, and what we have a responsi-
bility to do in return. 

As a daughter of an Arkansas farmer, 
I was taught at an early age in life to 
be a good steward of the land we have 
been given, to understand there will be 
future generations who will need it, 
who will cherish it, and who will learn 
from it. Today, my husband Steve and 
I continue to instill those principles in 
our twin boys through all kinds of dif-
ferent activities, whether it is the 
Scouts they have participated in, 
whether it is their athletics, whether it 
is the fishing and hunting they love to 
do, whether it is the canoeing and 
camping we do on the beautiful rivers 
of Arkansas in the great outdoors— 
being together and sharing time, being 
together and being respectful of this 
great environment we have been given. 

Since the issue of global climate 
change first came before the Senate, it 
has become abundantly clear to me and 
I think to millions of Americans as 
well as those in this body that we have 
to take action on this issue if we have 
any hope of correcting it. We have had 
our heads in the sand for quite some 
time. It is important that we get busy. 
It is important that we get busy in 
making a difference, in changing our 
culture in many ways in order to be 
better equipped to deal with the prob-
lems we have in this environment. 

But it is also abundantly clear that 
we also have to make sure that our 
head is not in the clouds and that we 
are being realistic about the economy 
we have created, about the number of 
people on the face of this Earth who de-
pend on this economy, and how criti-
cally important it is to provide the 
kind of partnership and empowerment 
to our existing culture to make the 
transition from what we have to what 
we want to have in terms of dealing 
with our climate through the economic 
engines we have in this great land, in 
this great country. 

As many of my colleagues have men-
tioned, the environmental impact of 
inaction threatens our coastline, the 
polar icecaps, weather patterns, and 
animal migration, but it also threatens 
our ability to be competitive in the 
world marketplace and to grow the 
kinds of jobs we truly want to grow if 
we ignore the opportunities that exist 
if we do this correctly. If we do this 
correctly, we can not only provide the 
kind of move in the right direction 
that will be positive for our environ-
ment, but we can also seize the oppor-
tunity to empower industry and our 
economy in a way that we can grow 
jobs at the same time. 

While the environmental danger that 
climate change poses is so consider-
able, I am also very concerned about 
many aspects of this bill. The reality is 
that the bill we have here before us 
today cannot pass. We cannot pass this 
legislation and believe the problem is 
going to be fixed because there are 
multiple problems. It is not just the 
climate and not just the environment, 
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